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IMMEDIATELY
STATE LOSES MORE THAN IT GAINS
THROUGH PROCESS OF MIGRATION
MISSOULA--

Montana lost more people through migration than it gained during a recent five-year
period 1 according to Dr. Paul E. Polzin, research associate for the Bureau of Business and
Economic Research (BBER) at the University of Montana in Missoula.
In his article entitled "Montanans on the Move 1 " appearing in the summer issue of
the Montana Business Quarterly (MBQ), published Wednesday, Oct. 10, Polzin says about
72 1 000 persons over five years of age entered Montana between 1965 and 1970, while over

103,000 Montanans left for other states during the same period of time.
Polzin's study shows that, in general, the population moves westward into, through
and out of the state.
"North Dakota provided Montana with the greatest net gain in population," he says,
'~hile

the largest single exodus of Montanans was to the state of Washington.

Also,

Western Montana experienced net in-migration from each of the other parts of the state."
Polzin's work explodes some common beliefs about newcomers overrunning Montana.
"No matter how it was measured--in terms of statewide totals, figures for state
economic areas, or for specific age categories--the conclusion was always the same: those
moving into Montana were outnumbered by those leaving," Polzin says.

"Besides those from

other states who move to Montana, 25-40 percent of the persons moving to specific
geographic areas within Montana were Montanans from elsewhere in the state."

- more -
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"California is the single largest source of in-migrants to Montana, but for every 100
Californians moving to Montana about 135 Montanans go to California.
are not fleeing to Montana," Polzin points out.

"Between 1965 and 1970, approximately

32,000 persons migrated to Montana from urban economic areas.
58,000 Montanans left for these cities.

Also, city dwellers

During the same period,

Even Los Angeles had a net gain of Montanans."

Polzin's study also details the movement of people in the state's four economic
areas.

All experienced net out-migration during the period examined, with the greatest

loss being in North Central and Northeast Montana (area 2) and the least, in Western
Montana (area 1).
The MBQ is published by the Bureau of Business and Economic Research, School of
Business Administration, University of Montana, Missoula, Mont. 59801, and may be obtained
for $1 per copy from the BBER, from the Associated Students' Store at UM or by subscription.
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